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Mr. McCarran, from the Committee on the Judiciary, submitted the 
following 


REPORT 
[To accompany H. R. 2303} 


The Committee on the Judiciary, to which was referred the bill 
(H. R. 2303) for the relief of Sisters Maria Salerno, Eufrasisa Binotto, 
Maria Ballatore, and Giovanna Buziol, having considered the same, 
reports favorably thereon without amendment and recommends that 
the bill do pass. 

PURPOSE OF THE BILL 


The purpose of the bill is to grant the status of permanent residence 
in the United States to four nuns. The bill provides for appropriate 
quota deductions and for the payment of the required visa fees and 
head taxes. 

STATEMENT OF FACTS 


The beneficiaries of the bill are Roman Catholic nuns and are 
natives and citizens of Italy who last entered the United States on 
December 11, 1949, destined to the home of the Mantellate Sisters, 
Servants of Mary, Chicago, Ill. They are engaged in work as teachers 
of sewing and taking care of approximately 150 orphan children of 
various ages. 

A letter dated August 10, 1951, to the chairman of the Committee 
on the Judiciary of the House of Representatives from the Deputy 
Attorney General with reference to the case reads as follows: 
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Aveust 10, 1951. 
Hon, EMANUEL CELLER, 
Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary, 
House of Representatives, Washington, D. C, 

My Dear Mr. CnarrMan: This is in response to your request for the views of 
the Department of Justice relative to the bill (H. R. 2303) for the relief of Sisters 
Maria Salerno, Eufrasia Binotto, Maria Ballatore, and Giovanna Buziol, aliens. 

The bill would provide that Sisters Maria Salerno, Eufrasia Binotto, Maria 
Ballatore, and Giovanna Buziol shall be considered to have been lawfully admitted 
to the United States for permanent residence as of the date of its enactment upon 
payment of the required visa fees and head taxes, It would also direct the Secre- 
tary of State to instruct the quota-control officer to deduct four numbers from the 
appropriate immigration quota. 

The files of the Immigration and Naturalization Service of this Department 
disclose that the aliens are natives and citizens of Italy of the Italian race. They 
entered the United States at the port of New York on December 11, 1949, and were 
admitted as temporary visitors under section 3 (2) of the Immigration Act of 1924. 
All of the aliens are Roman Catholic nuns and at the time of their arrival in the 
United States were destined to the home of the Mantellate Sisters, Servants of 
Mary, Chicago, Ill, 

The files disclose the following additional information concerning the individual 
aliens: 

Maria Salerno (Sister Mary Chiarina) was born at Rovito, Province of Cosenza, 
Italy, on October 2, 1923. 

Giovanna Buziol (Sister Mary Olga) was born at Corcetta del Montello, Prov- 
ince of Treviso, Italy, on August 25, 1919. 

Eufrasia Binotto (Sister Mary Gilda) was born at Montebelluna, Province of 
Treviso, Italy, on March 31, 1924. 

Marie Balletore (Sister Mary Addolorata) was born at Melle Province of Cuneo, 
Italy, on September 17, 1918. 

Rev. Joseph F. Moisant, chaplain, and Mothers Albertina Melzi and Tosello 
Iride, of the Mother of Sorrows Institute in Blue Island, Ill., which is in charge 
of the Mantellate Sisters, stated that the Nuns are presently engaged in work 
as teachers of sewing and taking care of approximately 150 orphan children of 
various ages, 

The quota for Italy, to which the aliens are chargeable, is oversubscribed and 
immigration visas are not readily obtainable. In the absence of general or special 
legislation they will be unable to remain in the United States for an indefinite 
period. 

Whether, under the circumstances, in this case the general provisions of the 
immigration laws should be waived presents a question of legislative policy 
concerning which this Department prefers not to make any recommendation. 

Yours sincerely, 
PEYTON Forp, 
Deputy Attorney General, 


Congressman William E. McVey, the author of the bill, appeared 
before a subcommittee of the Committee on the Judiciary of the 
House of Representatives and submitted the following statement in 
support of the bill: 


SraTEMENT OF Hon. Wriutt1am E. McVey, or ILuinots, on BEHALF oF SISTERS 
Marra SALERNO, EvurraAsisA Binorro, Marta BALLATORE, AND GIOVANNA 
BuzioL 


My name is William E. MeVey, and I represent the Fourth District of Illinois 
in the House of Representatives. I am appearing in behalf of a bill which I have 
sponsored for the relief of Sisters Maria Salerno, Eufrasisa Binotto, Maria Balla- 
tore, and Giovanna Buziol. My bill is H. R. 2303. A companion bill in the 
Senate introduced by Everett M. Dirksen is 8.2105. I wish to submit the follow- 
ing information with regard to these nuns: 

Maria Salerno: Born 1923; passport No. 1862029P; nonimmigrant registration 
No. V942767:; nonimmigrant visa 340, October 13, 1941, extended to June 19, 
1951. 

Maria Ballatore: Born 1918: passport No. 1862031P; nonimmigrant registra- 
tion No. V942751; nonimmigrant visa No. 332, October 11, 1949, extended to 
June 20, 1951. 
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Eufrasisa Binotte: Born 1924; passport No. 1862030P; nonimmigrant visa 
No. 339, October 13, 1949; nonimmigrant registration No. V942794; extended to 
June 10, 1951. 

Giovanna Buziol: Born 1919; passport No. 1862033P; nonimmigrant registra- 
tion No. V942752; nonimmigrant visa No. 333, October 11, 1949, extended to 
June 10, 1951. 

All of these nuns are Italian and all come from the same address: Via S. Giu- 
seppe Calasanzio 1, Rome, Italy. 

These four Catholic sisters are members of an order known as Mantellate. 
They are teachers in the Mother of Sorrows Institute, serving orphan children, 
located at 13811 South Western Avenue, Blue Island, Ill., which city is located 
in the district which I have the honor to represent. We are seeking the neces- 
sary authority to enable these sisters to remain in this country as permanent 
residents, with the understanding that they will become citizens just as soon as 
it is possible to do so. 

The head of his institute is Rev. J. F. Moisant, C. S. V., who served through 
World War I. He has been department chaplain of the American Legion in both 
the States of Illinois and Oklahoma, and served on the Americanism committee 
of the American Legion for a number of years. Father Moisant is chaplain of 
the Mantellate Sisters, which is a religious order in the Catholic Church having 
foundations in several countries, engaged exclusively in social and educational 
activities. In his statement to me on this subject, he speaks very highly of the 
work of these sisters in the following terms: ‘“‘Since being stationed with these 
sisters my admiration and wonderment at their unselfish and self-sacrificing devo- 
tion to the poor, unfortunate, and especially children who might become a public 
charge, has been startling.’’ 

He further states that the success of this bill will be a great benefactor to the 
churches of St. Anthony in Joliet, St. George’s Church in Tinley Park, St. Bonatus 
Church in Blue Island, and St. Phillip’s Church in Chicago. These churches 
represent over 2,000 families which are served by the Mother of Sorrows Institute. 

Mr. Edward A. Haves, former State commander of the American Legion in 
Illinois, has the following to say in regard to the need for favorable action on 


the status of these sisters: ‘‘Certainly we need teachers such as these. They not 
only teach here, but they are doing social work among the many needy individ- 
uals in the area in which they are now located. It would be a travesty if they 


should be required to leave their present surroundings.”’ 
These Catholic sisters, members of the Mantellate Order, came here to the 
United States in December 1949, traveling on passports issued for the purpose of 


a religious mission on temporary visitors’ visas. They are teachers and have 
been actively engaged as teachers at the direction of their superiors in the order 
named, ‘Their temporary visas have been extended from time to time, 


Mr. Peyton Ford, Deputy Attorney General, issued the following statement 
after an investigation of the entry of these sisters into the United States: 

‘‘The files of the Immigration and Naturalization Service of this Department 
disclose that the aliens are natives and citizens of Italy of the Italian race. They 
entered the United States at the port of New York on December 11, 1949, and 
were admitted as temporary visitors under section 3 (2) of the Immigration Act 
of 1924. All of the aliens are Roman Catholic nuns and at the time of their 
arrival in the United States were destined to the home of the Mantellate Sisters, 
Servants of Mary, Chicago, III.”’ 

He further states that the files disclose the following additional information 
concerning the individual aliens: 

“Maria Salerno (Sister Mary Chiarina) was born at Rovito, Province of 
Cosenza, Italy, on October 2, 1923. 

“Giovanna Buziol (Sister Mary Olga) was born at Crocetta del Montello, 
Province cf Treviso, Italy, on August 25, 1919. 

“Eufrasia Binotto (Sister Mary Gilda) was born at Montebelluna, Province of 
Treviso, Italy, on March 31, 1924. 

‘‘Maria Ballatore (Sister Mary Addolorata) was born at Mello, Province of 
Cuneo, Italy, on September 17, 1918. 

“Rev. Joseph F. Moisant, chaplain, and Mothers Albertina Melzi and Tosello 
Iride, of the Mother of Sorrows Institute in Blue Island, Ill., which is in charge of 
the Mantellate Sisters, stated that the nuns are presently engaged in work as 
teachers of sewing and taking care of approximately 150 orphan children or 
various ages. 

“The quota for Italy, to which the aliens are chargeable, is oversubscribed and 
immigration visas are not readily obtainable. In the absence of general or 
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special legislation they will be unable to remain in the United States for an 
indefinite period. 

‘“‘Whether, under the circumstances in this case, the general provisions of the 
immigration laws should be waived presents a question of legislative policy 
concerning which this Department prefers not to make any recommendation.” 

It is my opinion, based upon a visit to the Mother of Sorrows Institute, that this 
school for orphans is engaged in a noble work, and that the four sisters named in 
this bill are contributing much to the welfare and success of that institution. 

Wituram E. McVey, M. C., 
Fourth District, Illinois. 


Senator Everett M. Dirksen has introduced in the Senate a bill 
(S. 2105) for the relief of the same individuals. In view of the fact 
that the committee is reporting H. R. 2303 favorably, the bill (S. 
2105) will be indefinitely postponed. 

The committee, after consideration of all the facts in the case, is 
of the opinion that the bill (H. R. 2303) should be enacted. 


O 











